MATERIAL IS THE MESSAGE

Objectives:
This project will introduce you to the basics of sustainability and packaging design through the process of right-sizing over-packaged technology using systems thinking. Goals of this assignment are that you learn the skills and terminologies needed to reconceptualize packaging and sustainable design while taking into consideration efficiency, practicality, recycling, and marketing.

Project Description:
Create a right-sized package and a new brand message for a preexisting, over-packaged technology item of your choosing. The only material you are allowed to use for this project will be recycled paperboard. In creating these, be sure to focus on the following:
· minimizing materials.
· minimizing ink coverage to maximize recyclability.
· protecting the product.
· designing for effective store display and shipping.
· communicating the brand and showcasing the product.

This project will require you to explore through building. Follow the Re-nourish Sustainable Packaging best practices: (http://re-nourish.com/?l=resources_packaging). Also consider giving your packaging a second life. What could it become when its usefulness as a package is over? Normally the product is opened up and the packaging is recycled or discarded immediately. Can you go a step further by transforming it into something useful to prolong its life before hitting the landfill? If so, create 2 final packages: one package as it would be sold, and another package transformed into its second life.

You must bring the technology, the original packaging, paperboard, X-acto knife(s), cutting matte, and bone folder to every class for the duration of this project. Style, cost, and size of the technology chosen is up to you. Focus on choosing technology that do not need an entire logo redesign, instead locate ones from a major brand that you can sub-brand.

Submission requirements:
Final deliverables for this project are the original packaging (all components broken down), your final designed re-package, and digital photographs of all components (include the package’s second life if you choose to go the distance). Compile all images into a single PDF. The photography component will be heavily graded. Expectations for these will be covered in class. Upload one PDF to ___(fill in course management system) by the assigned date and time. Be sure to correctly name your file before uploading. 

Audience:
“Dabbler” Market. (http://ecopreneurist.com/2008/03/19/target-practice-finding-the-right-green-consumer/)

Terminology:
· Right-sized
· Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Packaging
· Romance copy
· Branding
· Sustainability
· Systems Thinking
· End-of-life/ Cradle-to-cradle
· Recycled and Post-Consumer Waste

Resources:
· http://www.re-nourish.com
· http://www.sustainablepackaging.org
· http://www.brandsoftheworld.com
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Project Schedule (for classes that meet 2x/week)
 
Week 1
Day 1—In class: Introduce project and warm-up exercise (choose one of the three listed at the end of this document. Due date of exercise to be determined by the individual instructor). Lecture and Discussion: Intro to Sustainability and Systems Thinking. 
Homework: 
1. Research for Exercise (whichever is chosen for your specific curriculum). 
2. Watch TED talks and write a brief two-paragraph reply on the class blog for each.
a. Paper Beats Plastic? How to Rethink Environmental Folklore. 
b. Salvation (and Profit) in Greentech. 
c. Why I Must Speak Out About Climate Change. 
 
Day 2—In class: Work on exercise. Lecture and class Discussion: Packaging.
Homework: 
1. Go to a big box store and compile a list of over-packaged products with a teammate to present as a PDF to class. 
2. Purchase the technology you want to re-package and bring in to following class (with packaging). 
3. Read “The Wicked World of Packaging“ and “Battle for Sustainable Packaging;” post a brief two-paragraph reply for each to class blog.
 
Week 2
Day 3—In class: Discuss infographics and packaging.         	
Homework: 
1. Find 5 interesting types of packaging for inspiration. Take photos, look online, in magazines, or in books and upload to class blog as one post. 
2. Read Chapters 2 & 4 of “Cradle to Cradle” and post two paragraphs detailing the key points of these readings to the class blog. 
3. Purchase recycled chipboard from your local art & supply store. You can also reuse paperboard from boxes.
 
Day 4—Due: Inspiration blog post. In class: Folding exercises and tabs.
Homework: 
1. Create 5 sketches for design of  package and sub brand identity. 
2. Read “10 things you want to know about human nature if you’re fighting climate change” 
 
Week 3
Day 5—Due: 5 sketches pin-up.
Homework: 
1. Create three 3-D physical prototypes (without graphics). 
2. Read Chapter 1 of “Design is the Problem.” Post two paragraphs detailing the key points of these readings to the class blog.
 

Day 6—In class: Review prototypes. Work day.
 
Week 4
Day 7—In class: Work day and individual meetings.
 
Day 8—In class: Work day and individual meetings.
 
Week 5
Day 9—In class: Mid-Point Critique on 2 full-size prototypes, design, copy, and functionality.
 
Day 10—In class: Work day and individual meetings.
 
Week 6
Day 11—In class: Work day and individual meetings.
 
Day 12—In class: Final critique.







Warm-Up Exercise Options

1. Lifecycle assessment exercise

Each student pulls a different material out of a hat. Research and complete an LCA/report to present at the next class meeting. Upload presentation to ____ (fill in path to course management tool).

Material List:
· Polythene (high density) HDPE
· PET (Polyethylene terephthalate) 
· PVC - Polyvinyl Chloride
· Polythene (low density) LDPE
· Polystyrene
· Tin Plate
· Aluminum
· Glass
· Paperboard
· Paper laminates


2. Carbon Footprint Exercise
For this exercise, students will keep a daily log of all activities with an end goal of calculating an accurate personal carbon footprint. This activity should run from __ to __ (fill in specific dates) and include common routines and events, foods eaten, transportation (including trip mileage), technology usage, etc. Take a small notebook around with you so you can log everything you do. For each action, be sure to highlight the type of resource used. 
These logs can be written in a journal or notebook of your choice, but must recorded in a Word file for submission. Upon completion of your logs, input complied information into a Ecological Footprint Quiz found at Earthday.org (http://www.earthday.org/footprint-calculator). NOTE: Students must also take this quiz before logging their activities. By the end of this exercise, you should be able to discuss what you initially believed to be your footprint vs. your actual footprint. 
A concept/reaction discussion is also due with this assignment and should be included at the end of the document. This should be a minimum 500 words and discuss the following:
· Your overall findings;
· The areas which are high in consumption/usage;
· Comparison of pre vs. post-quiz;
· Reactions to the quiz results;
· Ideas and a proposal on how to change your actions going forward; and 
· You must also answer the following question: Do you think it is possible to live an entirely sustainable life? Why or why not?

To summarize, you will submit the following components in one PDF file at the time of submission:
· Daily Log
· Ecological Footprint Quiz: before and after
· Concept/Reaction Paper

Individual results will be discussed in class. 

3. Paperboard Supply Chain Exercise

Research how paperboard is manufactured and sourced and create an 18x24” infographic poster documenting the details of every step of the process.

1 week



Reading and Video List

1. Reading List:
· The Wicked World of Packaging.
· The Battle for Sustainable Messaging.
· 10 Things You Want to Know If You Are Battling Climate Change.
· Design is the Problem, The Future of Design Must be Sustainable (Chapter 1).
· Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things (Chapters 2 & 4).

2. Ted Talk Video List:
· Paper Beats Plastic? How to Rethink Environmental Folklore. 
· Salvation (and Profit) in Greentech.
· Why I Must Speak Out About Climate Change.
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